
Quicksilver Messenger Service 
Mat Maneri The Bug Wooden Wand 
Tape Keith Berry Max Eastley 








Inside 



Regulars 
The Masthead 4 
Letters 6 
Bitstream 8 

Global Ear 16 

Charts 40 
Out There 84 

Subscribe 88 
Back Issues 90 
Epiphanies 98 

Reviews 
Index 41 
Soundcheck 42 

Print Run 64 


Cross Platform 66 



Wooden Wand 10 

The sprawling US collective stitch together a family quilt of influences, from Kraut to misfit hillbilly. B 

Tape 12 

Keith Berry 14 

Invisible Jukebox 18 
The Bug 

Mat Maneri 22 

Once Upon a Time 
in San Francisco 26 

Phill Niblock 32 


On Location 70 


The Masthead 






















Subscriber special: March 

With this month’s issue, all The Wire’s subscribers will receive a 
free copy of A Snapshot From The 2006 Domino Ten-Day 
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Letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 23 Jack’s Place, 6 Corbet Place, London El 6NN, UK 
fax +44 (0)20 7422 5011, email letters@thewire.co.uk 



The Joined-up World of The Wire 

The Wire 266: www.thewire.co.uk Adventures In Modern Music on 

Resonance 104.4 FM 


23 March 














Rock's finest jazz drummer' 

Chicago Tribune 



Wilco drummer/percussionist Glenn Kotche's solo label 
debut comprises eight original compositions, with inspirations 
ranging from mobile sculpture, composer Steve Reich, the 
Ramayana of Bali, Wilco drumbeats, the Nonesuch Explorer series, 
and percussionists Tony Allen and Ed Blackwell. 

The album features a wide range of instruments, including 
vibraphone, kalimba, mbira, and drum kit. 


IN STORES MARCH 6 


N 


Visit: www.nonesuch-uk.com for more information and details 
of how to join the Nonesuch Singles Club 

www.glennkotche.com 


Bitstream 

News and more from under the radar. 
Compiled by The Trawler 










★ ACTIONS FOR FREE JAZZ: 

SMALLTOWN SUPERJAZZZH! 

OUT NOW: SWUZ 

DISKAHOLICS ANONYMOUS TRIO 

THURSTON MOORE (GUITAR) / JIM O’ROURKE /SYNTH) 
MATS GUSTAFSSON (SAX) 

ALSO OUT NOW ON SMALLTOWN SUPERJAZZZ 

THE THING “LiveatBla” 

FREE FALL “Amsterdam Funk” 
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WOODEN WAND AND 
THE VANISHING VOICE 
By Marc Masters 






BLOCKS OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND Z 


THE UNBROKEN CONTINUUM 















































































A mushrooming experimental rock 
scene in the Taiwanese capital 
reflects the island’s ongoing political 
headlock with China. By David Frazier 















P.O. Box 591138, San Francisco, CA 94159-1138 USA WMII 


THE LADIES 

THEY MEAN US CD / LP (MEMBERS OF PINBACK & HELLA) 

MONOB 

YOU ARE THERE CD / 2xLP 

^CAROLINE 

MURMURS CD 

EXPLOSIONS 
IN THE SKY . 

HOW STRANGE, INNOCENCE CD 

□THE DRIFT 

NOUMENA CD / 2xLP 














Invisible Jukebox: THE BUG 



Every month we play a musician a 
series of records which they are asked 
to identify and comment on — with 
no prior knowledge of what they’re 
about to hear 

Tested by Derek Walmsley 
Photography: Ivan Jones 
































Microtonal violinist Mat Maneri uses his instrument 
to break down the traditional tonal language of jazz, 
leaving a music of fragile expressionism. He talks 
about how the electric Miles Davis shaped his new 
sound and analyses his complex artistic relationship 
with his saxophonist father, Joe. Words: Philip Clark. 
Photography: Asha Schechter 





















An occasional series focusing on specific sites and sounds. 
Edwin Pouncey turns on and tunes in to San Francisco’s mid- 
60s dancehall scene. At venues like the Fillmore West and 
the Avalon, influential acid guitar groups were given free rein 
to reshape rock as a liquid flow of improvised energy, 
inspired by the freeform freakouts of Quicksilver Messenger 
Service, whose influence survives today 




































It is what it is, says American composer and film 
maker Phill Niblock, describing his rich layer cake of 
drones. Of the original generation of minimalists, he 
alone has remained true to the form, stripping 
acoustic tones bare and focusing on repetition and 
dissonant frequencies delivered with the impact and 
volume of rock. Since turning 70, he has embraced 
the digital age, but, he tells Dan Warburton, it’s still 
not loud enough. Photography: Leon Chew 
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Soundcheck 

This month’s selected CDs and vinyl 



Marc Masters hymns the praises of a 
Jim O’Rourke/Wilco extracurricular 
project that throws a satirical curveball 











Soundcheck 






























Soundcheck 







Soundcheck 




























Knowledge 














































































































Charlemagne 

Palestine 

The Golden Mean 

LIVE @ MLFC 2005 


Nmperign 

LIVE @ MLFC 2005 
Out 21.03.06 £3.50 


Free artist profile mp3s 


www.seventhings.co.uk 


Next Month: 
KojiAsano 
Out 14.04.06 


7HINGS 


w.seventhings.co.uk 




























Size Matters 

3”, 7”, 10” and other misshapen formats 


Laurenz Pike drums for Burnt Friedman/Atom 
Heart’s cyberfusion Flanger project, so you’d 


/ith My Saxophone (Split 3” CD 


































The Compiler 

Various artists: reviewed, rated, reviled 
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The Boomerang 
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Avant Rock 


TRAmCSi DISCOVERIES Sp7rator." d ' 
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Critical Beats 

Reviewed by Philip Sherburne 




18 « GLISSANDRO 70 

Glissandro 70 

.aoSKS BLACK OX ORKESTAR 

Nisht Azoy 
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Dub 

















































Elect ronica 







































Hiphop 




















































Jazz & Improv 





















































Modern Composition 





















































Outer Limits 

Reviewed by Keith Moline 
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Print Run 

New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 
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Cross Platform 

Many of the sound works wrought by Max Eastley in a long career 
as an instrument maker and sound artist have shared an 
environmental link, but even he didn’t anticipate what he would 
hear among the Arctic’s glaciers. By Phil England 















Cross Platform 
























































The Inner Sleeve 

Artwork selected this month by Karlheinz Stockhausen 
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Resonancel 04.4f m 



We’ve got our licence... 


Do you love Resonance FM? 

Then put your money where your ears are! 
Become a Friend of Resonance FM. 

Give us £10 per month - and help 
the most exciting, probing, intelligent, 
challenging and wide-ranging 
radio station in the world continue 
to make world-class programmes. 































08703 800 400 
www.rfh.org.uk/ether 



Michael Nyman and Band Featuring Yukawa-Chan Piano Duo •. 

Tuesday 14 March QEH 

New sound and visual work from two of Britain’s greatest experimental composers/pianists. 


Jimi Tenor plays Mister Freedom by William Klein 

Friday 24 March QEH 

Electrofunk visionary Jimi Tenor and his big band present his score to the film, Mister Freedom a pop 
Mr. Freedom, a pro-America superhero fights for God and country by beating, robbing, raping and kill 

a Late night with Ladytron 

Friday 24 March QEH 

A late night show featuring Ladytron’s dance pop art-primitivism alongside some of their own choici 

Morton Subotnick • Until Spring Revisited • Featuring Miguel Frasconi & Sue Cons 
Friday 10 March PR 

A pioneer in the development of electronic music Morton Subotnick performs, Until Spring Revisited, a full evening-length'; 
projected images that together create an immersive audio and visual experience. 





elher 

where worlds collide 


LIGHT, PHASE, LOOP at the Hayward Gallery 

Thursday 2 March 8pm & 9.30pm 

As part of Dan Flavin : A Retrospective, the London Sinfonietta perform 3 seminal 
pieces by New York minimalist composer Steve Reich in the exhibition spaces. 

0870 1691000 www.hayward.org.uk 
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BILL W£"LL5 

/AAH£R 5HALAL HA5H BAZ 
TK'MMI5C0AT5 
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EUROSCHILDS SEM.FINALISTS 

BUSH HALL SATURDAY 11 MARCH 


LI AR S +SPECIALGUESTS 
ULU THURSDAY 16 MARCH 










































































Out There 

This month’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts. 

Send info to The Wire, 23 Jack’s Place, 6 Corbet Place, London El 6NN, UK 
fax +44 (0)20 7422 5011, listings@thewire.co.uk. Compiled by Phil England 









Out There 































































































Out There 



TripOrSqueek 

























































UK Radio 










































































Subscribe 

Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to get hold of copies of “the most essential 
music magazine of the contemporary era” (Forced Exposure) 

It's a fact: the most exciting and influential developments in music are issue is filled with in-depth coverage of the most radical and innovative 

happening at the fringes of the culture, off the radar of most entrenched music musicians (past and present) in the arenas of electronic music, avant rock, 
magazines. Unlike other zines, The Wire is uncompromising in its mission to HipHop, new jazz, noise, modem composition, traditional musics and beyond. 




















Subscribe 


You can subscribe to The Wire online at www.thewire.co.uk or use the form on page 92 


The Wire Tapper series 
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Back Issues 


A fully searchable index of issues 100-203 is available at www.thewire.co.uk 
The site includes downloadable articles from sold out issues 





























Back Issues 




















Order form 


Subscriptions, back issues and T-shirts 
Order online at www.thewire.co.uk 




























Subscriber special: April 

With next month’s issue, all The Wire’s subscribers will receive a 
free copy of a new collection of vanguard electronic music compiled 
by the Room40 imprint 
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Latest releases 



Beta-lactam Ring Records blrrecords.com 

New releases from: Wander/Andrew Liles, 
Current 93, Ariel Kelma, georgeBcaplin, 
Volcann the Bear, La STPD 5 Soriah 

Plus hundreds uf new mailorder items added 
to our online catalog. 

We now take American Express in addition 
to Visa. Mastercard. Paypal. Bidpay. 

US Checks. Postal Money orders, 
dollars and Burns. 

Place an order and use discount code coD6ID% 
for 10% off any size order. 



BOOMKflT.COM 
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PHILL NIBLOCK 

FOUR FULL FLUTES (XI 101) 
MUSIC BY (XI 111) 
YPGPN (XI 121) 

ELIANE RADIGUE 

TRILOGIE DE LA MORT (XI 119) 

MICHAEL J. SCHUMACHER 

ROOM PIECES (XI 127) 

ALAN LICHT 

A NEW YORK MINUTE (XI 128) 
DAVID BEHRMAN 
MY DEAR SIEGFRIED (XI 129) 
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NEXSOUND 


ZAVOLOKA - AGF 

NATURE NEVER PRODUCES 
THE SAME BEAT TWICE 


http://nexsound.org 

















On Location 


Live and kicking: festivals, concerts, events in the flesh 




On Location 































On Location 































On Location 






























The Wire T-shirts 2006 




The Wire T-shirt comes in two styles: a standard black shirt 
printed with The Wire logo; plus a series of limited edition 
shirts featuring specially commissioned designs by a variety of 


These special edition T-shirts are printed in limited runs of 100 
shirts each. Once these have been sold, that’s it, they won’t be 
reprinted. For details of prices, sizes and how to order, turn to 
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